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“Which of these three do
you think was a neighbor to
the one who fell into the
hands of the robbers?”

The lawyer answered,

“The Samaritan who showed
kindness.” Jesus said,

“Go and do likewise.”

—LUKE 10:36-37
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Samaritan Ministry’s Second Annual
Next Step Breakfast Engages Guests

DIANNE LEWIS

SUMMER 2008

tional Press Club by 8am on May 8. And they were not disappointed. The pro-
gram for the second annual Samaritan Ministry Next Step Breakfast was en-
gaging and inspiring.

The morning began with a welcome from broadcast journalist Judy Woodruff, fol-
lowed by an inspirational vocal medley by the Welcome Table choir from the down-
town Church of the Epiphany. Comprised primarily of homeless people, the choir con-
cluded their presentation with a rousing version of This Little Light of Mine, and many
of the audience joined in.

Following an invocation by The Reverend Mpho Tutu, attendees enjoyed the conti-
nental breakfast and conversation with fellow guests. David Downes, executive direc-
tor, gave an engag-
ing presentation on
the founding of
Samaritan Ministry
using a modern day
version of the age
old parable of the
Good Samaritan.
David also shared
his thoughts for the
future of Samaritan
Ministry.

“My vision is that
in five years Samari-
tan Ministry will
be capable of serv-
ing twice as many
people and offering
twice as many opportunities for life-enhancing volunteer service,” he said. “Our dream
and our goal is to expand the Next Step Program as far as our resources will allow, to
meet the growing needs of homeless and poor people in the Washington region, includ-
ing the areas outside the city where so many people are now searching for gainful em-
ployment and homes they can afford,” he continued.

The need for Samaritan Ministry was visually shared through the words of partici-
pants in the inspiring video, “Moments in Grace” produced by Nina Richardson. Telling
personal stories of struggle and homelessness, Samaritan Ministry participants left no
doubt about how the Next Step Program has helped them turn their lives around.

Kate Dorrell, volunteer resume writer in Samaritan Ministry’s Northern Virginia
office, shared how this experience has changed her life. Said Dorrell, “This is the best
paying job I’ve ever had.” (See Dorrell’s remarks on page 4 in this newsletter.)

Sharing his moving personal story, Next Step Program participant Ken Harris elo-
quently shattered many stereotypes about homeless people. (See Harris’ remarks on
page 4 in this newsletter.)

ﬁ light rain did not dissuade over 300 people from making their way to the Na-

Photo by Carol & Peter Jobusch
Left to right, Ken Harris, The Reverend Mpho Tuto, Judy Woodruff and David Downes
gather following the Next Step Breakfast.

Breakfast | continued on page 10
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CHARLIE’S PLACE

ABRA LYONS-WARREN

AT 6:15 IN THE MORNING, three men stand outside St. Margaret’s
Episcopal Church in Dupont Circle waiting for Charlie’s Place to open. Their breath
shows visibly in front of them as they shiver and blow on their hands; one of the men
wears only a thin shirt, though it is 33 degrees outside.

As soon as the clock on the church’s steeple chimes 6:30, the door to Charlie’s Place
opens and the men, along with five others who have shown up, walk inside. In the
large, open auditorium, tables are set up for homeless individuals to eat breakfast four
mornings a week.

In the kitchen, volunteers prepare
breakfast, which usually consists of
chicken, mixed vegetables, toast, and
coffee. The nurse—who also dispenses
aspirin, Band-Aids, and manages the
sock lottery—walks around with a
pitcher of juice, usually enough for 70
percent of that morning’s eaters to have
one, small cup.

“I won the sock lottery,” Ernie tells
me later that day referring to the raffle
he and others entered to get a new pair
of socks. “Now if only I can win the
Section 8 lottery.” Ernie and others often
bemoan the years their names have been
on the waiting list for public assistance
for low-income housing (known as Sec-
tion 8). Ironically, many without homes
get taken off the list because they have
no place to receive mail and never
receive the letters asking them to verify
that they still want to be on the list.

As the approximately 80 men and
handful of women read the newspaper, talk to one another, or sleep, I begin my month-
ly outreach: “Hi, I'm here from Samaritan Ministry. If you need help with something
like employment assistance or housing or mental health or substance abuse, we can
help you or get you somewhere that can help you.”

A regular waives me over, “I need help with something,” he says. “I need help getting
10,000 dollars.”

Robert and I go through this every month.

“I need help getting 10,000 dollars too,” I tell him. “Do you want to make any other
changes in your life?”

It seems he isn’t ready, but Eduardo next to him is. I tell him that at Samaritan Ministry
he can get an email address for free and learn how to use it. I explain that most job
listings are on the computer these days, not in the newspaper, and we can help him
look for and apply to these opportunities. We can also help him with job interview
clothing and practice for his job interview. He can even use our address to receive
mail. He seems pretty excited and says he will come later that day.

I talk to several more people like Eduardo about employment services and other
services as well. Since it’s so cold, a lot of people are interested in what we can do to
help with housing.

At 7:30, Tom Goss, executive director of Charlie’s Place, quiets the room. “As
always, you are welcome at Charlie’s Place every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and
Friday. This is Abra from Samaritan Ministry. You probably recognize her, but she’ll
tell you a little bit more about their program and services, and then she’ll be walking
around to answer your questions and give out information. If you want a number for
the sock lottery, see Nurse Nell.”

Abra Lyons-Warren speaks with a guest at Charlie’s Place
about Samaritan Ministry’s Next Step Program.

Charlie’s Place | continued on page 9
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MARYLAND

Church of the Redeemer

St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Church of the Holy Trinity

All Saints’ Episcopal Church

St. John’s Episcopal Church

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
St. John’s Episcopal Church

St. Francis’ Episcopal Church
St. James' Episcopal Church
Christ Episcopal Church
Episcopal Church of Our Saviour

Grace Episcopal Church

VIRGINIA

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church
St. George’s Episcopal Church
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Trinity Episcopal Church

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
Church of the Apostles

St. Francis’ Episcopal Church
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church
Emmanuel Episcopal Church
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
Church of the Holy Comforter

WASHINGTON, DC

All Souls’ Episcopal Church
Christ Episcopal Church, Georgetown
Christ Lutheran Church

Church of the Epiphany

Church of the Holy Comforter
Church of the Holy Communion
Grace Episcopal Church

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
St. Columba’s Episcopal Church
St. David’s Episcopal Church

St. John’s Episcopal Church,
Lafayette Square

St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church

St. Paul’'s Episcopal Church,
Rock Creek

St. Philip the Evangelist
Episcopal Church

St. Stephen and the Incarnation
Episcopal Church

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
The Washington National Cathedral

Young’s Memorial Church
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Next Step
Breakfast

KATE DORRELL: VOLUNTEER

I love my job as a volunteer resume
writer for Samaritan Ministry. I work
four hours a week at the Northern
Virginia office, and I tell friends it’s
the best paying job I’ve ever had!

A resume is a critical step for each of
our job seekers, even those not looking
for positions that require one. The last
time / had to do a resume, I did not ap-
proach the task with joy and enthusiasm.
So imagine how daunting the task is for a
homeless, jobless person—who may also
be dealing with addiction, recovery from
serious illness, or even having to get
back on his feet after time in prison. Our
participants are trying to look forward,
but a resume forces them to look back.

I see my job as helping the participant
get through this backward-looking thing.
Some of my clients arrive for resume
appointments saying, “I’m not ready! All
my stuff is at my sister’s house.”

“It’s ok,” I say. “You’re here; we’ve got
an hour. Let’s see how far we can get.”

When I sit down with a participant,

I become his or her executive assistant...
and cheerleader. I do the keyboarding
and the finicky formatting...and I listen.
Sometimes the job history comes easy.
But more often, I'm gently inquiring. ..
prompting...exploring...nudging. ..and
applauding.

People forget: they forget jobs they’ve
held: military service, volunteer work, or
they don’t value what they have done. I
transcribe their memories using their
words. Then we play with the language,
reshaping “mere” jobs into the accom-
plishments they really are, and, pretty
soon, my participant is articulating his
own strengths and skills.

Near the end of our hour together,

I push the PRINT button and present
my participant with an 8%2-by-11 self-
portrait, with his or her name at the top
in 18-point bold type. “Just look it over
for typos,” I say.

And then comes my payoff. [ watch the
eyes scan down the page. I see a smile
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Ken Harris, left, Next Step Program participant, and Kate Dorrell, volunteer resume writer, delivered inspiring

remarks at the Next Step Breakfast.

appear...and get bigger. My participant
is holding in his hands a document that
affirms that he can do this...and this ...
and this! He has a lot to offer. As a vol-
unteer, [ guarantee: You get to witness
people renew belief in themselves.

Recently, one of my participants got up
from our session, 10 copies of his resume
in hand. He smiled, extended his hand
in thanks, and headed off to see his
caseworker. I overheard her greet him
cheerily, “How did the resume go?”

“Oh man,” he replied, “She’s a genius!”
I’m actually more of a witness than a
genius, but I’1l take the compliment. I
didn’t get ratings like that when I was
being paid.

My bet is that our partner parishes are
full of geniuses. Our participants can use
your help...and the pay is fabulous.

Kate Dorrell shared these remarks at
the Next Step Breakfast. In addition to
resume writer, Samaritan Ministry offers
a variety of volunteer opportunities
including casework associate, front
office coordinator, computer mentor,
food pantry organizer, and more. If you
are interested in more information on
these and additional volunteer positions,
VISit Www.samaritanministry.org or
contact Dianne Lewis at dlewis@
samaritanministry.org

KEN HARRIS: PROGRAM
PARTICIPANT

When I first arrived in Washington,
DC, I had four dollars and the clothing
on my back. What I did not have was
hope. I kept thinking, “Now what do I
do?” I felt overwhelmed with the obsta-
cles facing me. I had just been released
from prison and thought no one would
want anything to do with me. I was alone
in a halfway house.

Prior to going to prison, I had worked
seven years for Verizon, but I was always
living with a family member or friend
because I was consistently homeless. So
now, here I was in what I thought was a
worse situation.

I would love to tell you that I had
some great epiphany that led me to
where I am. Quite simply I found a
Samaritan Ministry foldout that said,
“Make changes in your life.” It talked
about setting goals and taking steps to-
ward those goals. The words appealed to
me deeply because I had always been
big on big goals, like becoming a mil-
lionaire with a millionaire’s house. I just
never took a step toward that goal.

Let me say that this was not the first
flier that I found touting the ability to
help me, but it was the first that said,
“We will help you to help yourself.” I
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A sleeping cubicle at the CCNV Shelter in Washington, DC.

SAMARITAN MINISTRY STAFF VISITS
AREA HOMELESS SHELTER

amaritan Ministry staff visited the
S Community for Creative Non

Violence shelter (CCNV) in down-
town Washington on a recent Wednes-
day. This shelter has beds for 1,350 peo-
ple and is the largest shelter for homeless
people in the country. At 2nd and D
Streets, NW, CCNV is, ironically, in the
shadow of another facility that provides
places for people to sleep, a well-known
high-end hotel.

Oliver, our guide for the tour, was
dressed in a white pressed shirt, dark
slacks, shined tassel loafers and colorful
tie. A resident of the shelter, Oliver re-
minded us that not all shelter people are
alcoholics or addicts; they are in the
shelter for many reasons. “We’ve had
doctors, lawyers and engineers here,”
he explained.

The shelter, which houses both single
men and women on separate floors, pro-
vides a metal cot and small locker for
each resident. Six beds occupy a small
cubicle. Black garbage bags hold belong-
ings for many. Washed socks hang over
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bed rails. A locker is plastered with pho-
tos of loved ones not forgotten. Living in
this community affords little privacy.

Many people have been at the shelter
for years. Some have found a home. A
sense of community. They can stay for a
year, but must have jobs to stay longer. A
shelter employee tells us they need peo-
ple to bring job programs to the residents
there. They don’t want to be seen as a
human warehouse, but want to help peo-
ple get back to being productive mem-
bers of society.

Christine Richardson, lead caseworker
at the Northwest office, arranged the trip
for Samaritan Ministry’s weekly staff
meeting. “I wanted the staff to get a
feel—up close and personal—for what
our participants go through being home-
less and living in the shelter,” said Chris-
tine. Most impressed by the sense of
community in the shelter, Christine
hopes people realize that homeless peo-
ple do not have a certain look or persona.
“It could be anyone,” she reminds us.

Samaritan Ministry staff listen as tour guide Oliver
talks about life in the CCNV Shelter.

REFLECTION

ELI HUNT

THE CCNV SHELTER is the
home of about 1,300 people in DC, and
this is the largest in the country. That is
quite an accomplishment, but that’s not
the most important accomplishment
for this shelter. This shelter is about
including everyone. And by everyone,
they mean absolutely anyone who is in
need; no one is turned down because of
race, class or any other socially dividing
attributes.

As we entered the shelter, we were
greeted with smiles and we felt wel-
come. The residents of the shelter looked
like normal people. Our service learning
trip was to go and tour this shelter and
learn the simple steps we could be taking
to help prevent homelessness. In our
orientation, we had a very powerful
speaker talk to us and one thing stuck in
my mind. The shelter, full of people
whose pain and suffering has been much
greater than ours, was a home to people
and is a better community than many
places in the world.
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FRIENDSHIP
By Angel Thompson

Look at that boy, please just glance over there.

His face looks afraid; he looks about 10, bald, already loosing his hair.

Will somebody help him?

Does anyone care?
The first time I saW him, countless thoughts ran though my head.

Does he go to school? Does he have parents? Are they dead?
But nothing answered my question, SO 1 just kept walking.
111 got closer, and he started talking.

Hi. My name is Robert and 1 am 11 years old.
s cornet asking for help, L must be

T getall A's and I smile everyday and to stand outon thi

very bold.
1 had nothing to offer and nothing t© give,
AllT could do was smile and tell him itis 2 better life out there to live.
all me in about2 week.

1 gave him my number and told him to ¢
e who would rap him up with 2 speech.

He told me he was looking for a friend, not someo
1looked at him and giggled slightly,

He shot back; it’s nota laughing matter.
1 quickly apologized saying 1 was sorry:

to yourself; 1 have enough sorrows of my own.

1 have nowhere to stay nightly.

Keep your sorries
And the sad thing is ’'m not even grown-

1 told him 1 Jidn't mean to ruin his day.

And maybe it would be best if 1 leave him alone and continue on My way.
But before 1left he said thank you because 1 brightened his day.

Next Sunday, 1 brought him to church, an early Sunday Mass.
We stayed and prayed for hours not paying attention to the time that had passed.

In church that day Robert received a blessing:
But his blessing Was not tantamount to an overly learned lesson-
‘We heard the story of the man who needed help, the Good Samaritan.
Robert laughed and said if we were 2000 years older that would be us back then.
Robert didn't need a house not did he need money-
books, he got straight A's, he wasn't a dummy-

He didn’t need any
All Robert needed was 2 friend and that is what 1 offered him.

dent at The Seed School of Washington and volunteered at

Angel is a Sti
Samaritan Ministry’s Southeast office with other students throughout the

10708 school year.
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SAMARITAN MINISTRY WELCOMES NEW STAFF, INTERNS

Janaina Stanley has joined
Samaritan Ministry as outreach
coordinator. In this new position,
Janaina hopes to increase the
visibility of the Next Step Pro-
gram working to improve pro-
gram services and engage more
participants. With a BA in Reli-
gious Studies from Muhlenberg
College in Allentown, Pa., Janai-
na most recently worked for DC
Public Schools as a human resources
specialist. Her experience also includes out-
reach work with Communities for People in

Providence, R.I.

James Allen joins our summer staff as the
ExxonMobil communications specialist intern.
A student at Alma College in Michigan, James

was a public
affairs intern

to the US Mis-
sion to the UN
Agencies in
Rome. James
works with our
director of com-
munications
and volunteers
on various
communica-
tions and writ-
ing projects.

ational
ress
lub

Janaina Stanley |

Mona Singh, Abby Olson, Jim Allen and William Payne.

William Payne is interning this summer through the Institute
on Philanthropy and Volunteer Services as development intern.
He is a rising junior at Pittsburg State University, Pittsburg, KS.
William works with our director of development.

Three students are serving as summer casework interns.
Ashley Weech helped with food drives while she was a student
at St. Andrew’s Episcopal School. The
Kensington native is a rising junior at
the University of Michigan where she
is studying public policy. Ashley will
intern at the Northwest office.

Abby Olson is also a graduate of
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School. A
rising sophomore at Bryn Mawr
College, Abby applied to Samaritan
Ministry for a summer position and
was awarded a grant by the school’s
Sociology Department to fund her
internship. Abby will serve as case-
work intern in Samaritan Ministry’s
Southeast office.

Truman Scholar Mona Singh re-
cently graduated from George Mason
University with a BA in Sociology and
hopes to attend medical school. She will serve as casework in-
tern at the Northern Virginia office.

Zahra Dawson, a Maret School senior, interned at Samaritan
Ministry for two weeks in May working in various aspects
of the Ministry for her senior project. She will attend Emory
University in the fall on a full academic scholarship.

We welcome all these wonderful folks to the Samaritan
Ministry staff.

d

Ashley Weech and Zahra
Dawson

Samaritan Ministry staff at the Next Step Breakfast: (left to right) Dianne Lewis, Catherine Rodman, Diane Aten, Christine Richardson, Abra Lyons-Warren, RuthAnn Reshen,
Mildred Millien, Julia Clark, Alanna Copenhaver, Kathy Doxsee, Adrian Vaughn, Melinda Keane.
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Intern Caseworker — Alanna Copenhaver

BY ADAM MCINTURFF

Q: How did you get involved with Samaritan Ministry?

A: 1 am part of a volunteer service corps called the Westmo-
reland Volunteers. They set up people with social services and
community-serving jobs across the DC area. I really wanted to
learn more about homelessness and poverty in the USA, and
being a caseworker seemed like an excellent “hands-on” way to
learn more about it. I liked the organization, and I was really
drawn to the core values and the way that participants are treated.

Q: Why do you feel that you should be working with those
who are less fortunate?

A: 1 think that I have been given so many opportunities in
my life, and a sense of responsibility should come with being
so fortunate. I think that to be aware of who I am, I need to be
in touch with the problems of others and try to help as best as I
can to give back.

Q: Did your upbringing draw you to a life of service?

A: My dad was a minister, so social justice and community
service were very important to our family. I grew up learning
about a lot of community issues, and I wanted to help; I always
did a lot of service work in high school. When I got to college I
traveled abroad and did community service internationally also.
After I came back from other parts of the world, I was curious
if some things that I encountered while serving abroad were in
America, especially poverty and homelessness, so I decided to
go into full-time community service.

Q: What are some things that you do everyday at Samari-
tan Ministry?

A: T usually start the day by making coffee for the office.
Our participants and I really need that coffee in the morning.
Then I will usually meet with the participants, follow up with
other caseworkers, write referrals to other social service agen-
cies, and work on projects. Right now, I'm working on financial
education and voter registration programs for participants.

Q: What is your favorite thing about working at Samaritan
Ministry?

A: I love to see the small joys people take in slowly improv-
ing their lives with the help of Samaritan Ministry.

Q: Where do you see yourself 20 years from now?

A: 1 see myself definitely doing some sort of direct service
work, but not as a caseworker. That being said, the Next Step
Program is something anyone can have in their lives, and I
still want it to be a part of mine in some way. This job has
influenced me, much more than any other job I have ever
had. Whatever I am doing, I know I have to take Samaritan
Ministry’s model and values with me. They can last a lifetime.

Alanna Copenhaver (at left) is serving as a casework intern
in the Northern Virginia office. This interview was conducted
and written by Adam Mclnturff, a student volunteer in the
Northwest office from Parkmont School.

Charlie’s Place | continued from page 3

I give my spiel and return to circulating the room. I listen as
people tell me about how they are doing and listen to the chal-
lenges they are facing. I talk about how the obstacles they are
facing are the kinds of things that Samaritan Ministry helps par-
ticipants to overcome. Sometimes people seem unsure or hesi-
tant, so I leave a pamphlet, trusting that when people are ready
to make a change, they will come to one of our offices.

I don’t always know the answer or can’t always think of the
resource that could really help someone, so I take notes, find
out the answer, and then get back to them.

Going to Charlie’s Place is sometimes a challenge for me. I
have to get up really early in the morning, some of the attendees
have severe mental health issues which can make for difficult
encounters, and it can be a depressing way to start my day when
alot of the life stories I hear seem hopeless. One morning, I spent
most of the time talking with a man about the terrible condi-
tions of shelters and what his life was like before he became
homeless. I’ve seen him back since, but he doesn’t really talk
much—he told me he doesn’t think it will make a difference.

Yet, many of the people I meet are full of hope and are in
situations that I am sure Samaritan Ministry can help them
with. I encourage them to come and see me at the office. They
seem thrilled to connect a face with the organization. As I step
out into the cold, usually around 9am, a couple of the guys
wave goodbye and shout that they’ll see me next month.

One grabs my arm, stopping me. “You spoke to me last
time,” he says, hesitantly, struggling for the right words in Eng-
lish, but he also seems unsure I am the person he is looking for.

He looks familiar so I say “Yes...”

“They helped me at Samaritan Ministry. They helped me get
transportation and I was able to get to work,” he said.

“Great!” I exclaimed. I haven’t seen him back since.

Abra Lyons-Warren is a volunteer intern caseworker at Sa-
maritan Ministry’s Southeast office through AVODAH, the Jew-
ish Service Corps. Since this article was written, Charlie’s Place
has a new executive director, Matthew Lang. If you are interest-
ed in becoming a meal program volunteer at Charlie’s Place or
other area meal programs, please contact Catherine Rodman at
crodman@ samaritanministry.org or 202-722-2280 x 324.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Health Van Visits NW Office
Unity Health Care’s Orion health
screening van visited the Northwest
office for the first time in April. The
van conducts health screenings and HIV
testing. Program participants were en-
couraged to visit the nurse practitioner
on board for an assessment of their
health and to get tested for the HIV/
AIDS virus. Participants and staff alike
took advantage of this opportunity. Lead
Caseworker Christine Richardson hopes
to make the van’s visit a monthly event.
“We want to make it convenient for our
program participants to get important
health screenings,” said Richardson.

New Computers

Thanks to a generous grant of $25,000
from the Philip L. Graham Fund, 20 new
computers have been purchased
and installed for use by both participants
and staff in all three Samaritan Ministry
offices. With the advent of the Internet,
computers are an essential tool for Next
Step Program participants. Not only
are most job search and application pro-
cesses conducted by computer, but com-
puter skills are a necessary requirement
for employment in many work places.
Most Samaritan Ministry participants
do not own a computer, nor do they have
ready access to one. Thank you to the
Philip L. Graham Fund for providing

Breakfast | continued from page 1

Many generous and caring people
were moved to support the work of
Samaritan Ministry through gifts and
pledges over five years totaling almost
$300,000. Samaritan Ministry President
Ron Tipton announced a combined lead-
ership pledge of $75,000 from Charles
and Sally Garr Brodhead, Michael and
Carla Durney and Lisa Birchard inspir-
ing breakfast attendees by their generosi-
ty and commitment to the work of Sa-
maritan Ministry. We are thankful for all
of the excitement generated at the break-
fast and the financial support of so many.

We are also grateful to our breakfast
sponsors and supporters including
87FLORIDA, IPA, PEPCO, Heuristic
Solutions, America the Beautiful Fund,
and PMI parking, whose generosity
helped make the breakfast possible.
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the latest in computer technology for
Samaritan Ministry.

Toiletries with Inspiration
Students at Christ Episcopal School in
Rockville delighted participants and staff
alike by collecting and assembling pack-
ages of personal care items. Not only did
the students contribute deodorant, sham-
poo, lotion, and other toiletries, but they
included kind and inspirational messag-
es, many with original drawings, in each
package. Participants often do not have
money to purchase these items and often
go without. The generosity of students
and others who donate these important
items is appreciated. For a list of needs
at Samaritan Ministry, please visit
www.samaritanministry.org.

Students Visit Samaritan Ministry

Student groups from St. Dunstan’s
Church and Church of the Redeemer,
both in Bethesda, visited Samaritan
Ministry’s Northwest office this spring
for Urban Experiences. Students from
Washington Episcopal School came to
Samaritan Ministry for a service project.

The Urban Experience introduced
students to the mission of Samaritan
Ministry and explored the topic of home-
lessness. A walk through our Northwest
neighborhood helped students discover
some of the challenges of city living.
They were charged with learning the
cost of doing laundry in a laundromat,
studying a bus schedule to determine
how often the bus comes, and observing
the neighborhood restaurants and stores.
Following a discussion of what they had
learned from this exercise, students
dined with meal program participants
at Loaves and Fishes, a weekend lunch
program at St. Stephen and the Incar-
nation Church. The Urban Experience
helps young people discover commonali-
ties with others in spite of the differences
we may observe or believe to exist.

Students from Washington Episcopal
School delivered food and toiletries
collected in a drive at their school. They
learned about Samaritan Ministry and
worked to sort and stack all of their
donations.

If your parish is interested in an Urban
Experience or service opportunity for
your youth group, contact Dianne Lewis
at dlewis @samaritanministry.org or
202-722-2280 x 319.

Board Members/Officers Elected
Officers and members for Samaritan
Ministry were elected at the March Part-

ner Parish meeting. Serving one-year
terms are Ron Tipton, President; Kurt
Jacobs, Vice President; Susan Weinbeck,
Secretary; and Richard Sellers, Treasurer.

Ron is Senior VP for Programs with
the National Parks Conservation Associ-
ation and is a member of St. John’s
Church, Olney. Kurt is a member of
St. Thomas’ Parish, DuPont Circle and
practices energy regulatory litigation
with the law firm Sidley Austin LLP.
Susan has worked for over 25 years in
adult literacy education, most recently
as a teacher in the Workplace Literacy
Program with LVA/Academy of Hope.
She is a parishioner at Epiphany, DC.
Richard is a professional animal scientist
and currently serves as corporate vice
president of the American Feed Industry
Association. He is on the Vestry of St.
Christopher’s, Springfield.

Newly elected Board members include
Bentley Gregg, James Hambeuchen,
Kris Pueschel, and Maria Walker. Re-
turning Board members are Peggy Beers,
Doug Jerger, David Pye and Julian Tait,
as well as ex officio members of the
Board, Executive Director David
Downes and Carolyn Peirce, Immediate
Past President.

Southeast Job Fair a Big Success
Long before the 10am start time, job-
seekers lined up at the Matthews Memo-

rial Baptist Church for the Southeast
Community Job and Resource Fair held
May 13. A variety of 14 employers and
16 service providers came from 10am—
1pm to share information, give out appli-
cations, and do on-site interviews with
the approximately 350 job seekers.
Many people appreciated the conve-
nience of the location and the fact the jobs
were within the community. Employers
were engaging and many job seekers
were impressed by the interactions.
“[Most helpful was] the opportunity for
direct conversations. The ability to talk
face-to-face with employers was great!”
noted an attendee in the evaluation.
Service providers were also in atten-
dance at the event and people were able
to learn about resources in the communi-
ty. Job seekers, employers, and service
providers seemed eager for the event to
occur on a more frequent basis. One per-
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son noted: ““You all have done a fabulous job and all I can
say is keep it up and continue to help us young people to
work forward to success.”

— by Abra Lyons-Warren

Corcoran Student Exhibits Retreat Photos

Photojournalism student Katherine Dance selected a
Samaritan Ministry HIV/AIDS spiritual retreat to fulfill
a class assignment for a photo essay chronicling people
living with HIV/AIDS. With one in 20 Washingtonians
testing positive for HIV and new drug therapies that keep
the virus at bay, services for our neighbors with HIV/
AIDS are a high priority for Samaritan Ministry. An
essential element of the program are the four spiritual
retreats each year held at the Bon Secours Spiritual Cen-
ter in Marriotsville, Md. Dance participated in the March
retreat and through her poignant photos captured the
bonds linking those who are living with the virus. Many "
retreat participants and Samaritan Ministry staff attended  Corcoran College of Art and Design photojournalism student Katherine Dance views her photo
the exhibit at the Corcoran in early April. essay of Samaritan Ministry’s HIV/AIDS retreat with a retreat participant.

St. Andrews, Burke
Celebrates Mother’s Day

with donations to Samaritan Ministry

Mothers are celebrated on Mother’s Day at St. Andrew’s,
Burke, with donations of toiletries and food for Samaritan Min-
istry. The Women’s Group of the church (event organizers) has
generated such enthusiasm and support for the Mother’s Day
Drive that 100 full grocery bags were donated this year.

“The list of needed toiletries and walking foods is attached to
bags donated by local grocery stores and the bags are distribut-
ed to parishioners by mothers at every service two Sundays
before Mother’s Day,” said Carol MacLean, partner parish rep-
resentative. On Mother’s Day the filled bags are on display in
the church and special prayers are offered for Samaritan
Ministry during the service. The celebration continues the
following Sunday with prayers for all the mothers who were
remembered and honored. There were 75 names on the list this
year. Organizers send personalized letters to all the mothers
who are honored. “One member of the congregation tells of
finding a bundle of these letters in her mother’s desk that she
had saved over the years,” said Carol.

Volunteers Beth Velkoff and Elaine Runkels delivered the
bags to Samaritan Ministry, a task they look forward to each
year. “Through this simple way of celebrating Mother’s Day,
the mission of Samaritan Ministry is spread and mothers are
grateful for being honored in such a positive way,” added Carol.

Samaritan Ministry appreciates all Partner Parishes that
participated in the Mother’s Day or Father’s Day food and
toiletries drives.

Right, front to back: Elaine Runkel and Beth Velkoff both of St. Andrews, Burke
delivered 52 bags of "walking" food and 48 bags of toiletries collected in the Mother's
Day drive to Samaritan Ministry. Samaritan Ministry Volunteer Forrest Offred helped
unload the generous donations that will be given to participants of the Next Step
Program.




Thank You

FOR YOUR RECENT SUPPORT

Experience the Next Step Program
AT SAMARITAN MINISTRY

Thanks to the following organizations for your recent support.

The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation, Washington, DC
Christ Church, Rockville, MD

Christ Episcopal School, Rockville, MD

Christ Lutheran Church, Washington, DC

Church of the Epiphany, Washington, DC

Church of the Holy Comforter, Washington, DC
Church of the Redeemer, Bethesda, MD

The Charles Delmar Foundation, Falls Church, VA
Dimick Foundation, Washington, DC

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Chicago, IL
The David Graham Foundation, Bethesda, MD

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church, Washington, DC
Holy Trinity Church, Bowie, MD

Independent Project Analysis, Inc., Ashburn, VA

The Jovid Foundation, Washington, DC

Society of the Holy Child Jesus, Drexel Hill, PA

St. Alban’s Church, Annandale, VA

St. Andrew’s Episcopal School, Potomac, MD

St. Barnabas’ Church, Annandale, VA

St. Columba’s Church, Washington, DC

St. Dunstan’s Church, McLean, VA

St. James’ Church, Potomac, MD

St. John’s Church, Chevy Chase, MD

St. Luke’s Church, Bethesda, MD

St. Mark’s Church, Washington, DC

St. Mary’s Church, Arlington, VA

St. Paul Christian Community Church, Washington, DC
St. Timothy’s Church, Washington, DC

The TJX Foundation, Inc., Framingham, MA

Trinity Church, Arlington, VA

The William S. Abell Foundation, Inc., Chevy Chase, MD

(Grants and organizational contributions received February 5, 2008 —
May 21,2008)

*All financial contributions from individuals are listed in the annual report.

SAMARITAN MINISTRY OF GREATER
WASHINGTON OFFICES

NORTHWEST, DC (Main)
1516 Hamilton Street, NW

Find out more about the work that goes on every day at
Samaritan Ministry at a one-hour complimentary event that
will educate and inspire you. Hear what it’s like to be without a
home and without a job from a Next Step Program participant
and how the program helps participants take steps toward a
better future. Hear from Samaritan Ministry staff and board
members about the vision for Samaritan Ministry.

Join us the fourth Tuesday of every month except for August
and December at our Northwest office, 1516 Hamilton St. NW,
Washington, DC 20011 at 1:15 pm. Make a reservation by
calling or emailing Diane Aten at 202-722-2280 x 304 or
daten @samaritanministry.org.

New Volunteer Opportunity —
Casework Associate

If you have a desire to work with people, an aptitude
for computers, good listening, organizing and multi-
tasking skills, demonstrated empathy and interpersonal
skills you may be interested in joining the Samaritan
Ministry team as a volunteer casework associate.

Help program participants at Samaritan Ministry
complete on-line job applications, applications for food
stamps and other benefits, write cover letters and more.
The casework associate position may be the rewarding
volunteer opportunity you are looking for. Call or
email Dianne Lewis at 202-722-2280 x 319 or dlewis@
samaritanministry.org,

SOUTHEAST, DC
1345 U Street, SE

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
2207 Columbia Pike

info @ samaritanministry.org
www.samaritanministry.org

Washington, DC 20011
phone: 202-722-2280
fax: 202-722-2288

Washington, DC 20020
phone: 202-889-7702
fax: 202-889-7705

Arlington, VA 22204
phone: 703-271-0938
fax: 703-271-0941
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