











NEXT STEP PROGRAM PARTICIPANT REMARKS

CHRISTOPHER FLEMING

My name is Christopher Fleming. I'd like to tell you about my experience with the
Next Step Program. I'm here because the people at Samaritan Ministry took the time to
listen to my problems and issues. They did not make a judgment about me, but said,
“We understand. How can we help you?”

For most of my life | have worked in the medical field. But | have also struggled with
substance abuse issues. Being raised in a highly dysfunctional family by a single par-
ent and being moved from one coast to the next and then back again, | didn't learn
how to cope with my feelings and emotions. | turned to drugs and alcohol at an early
age, and | struggled with that most of my life.

In 2006, after a number of years of sobriety, | had a relapse. | was arrested on a drug
charge and spent the next three and a half years in a federal prison. That, in and of
itself, was a very harrowing experience. | was released in September 2009. And though
| had prepared for this release with a résumé and by contacting some perspective em-
ployers, the employment situation had drastically changed during those years in prison.
Everything is done on a computer. Plus, when there were questions about being con-
victed of a felony, | had to check yes. This disqualified me for a number of positions.

| was living at the halfway house in Washington. But they don't have computers, and
| could only be out a certain number of hours per day. | was finding the whole process
very difficult. A lot of times | was at the point of getting an interview, when | was
deemed overqualified, underqualified or again disqualified because of my background.
| am a registered respiratory therapist, and because of my conviction, | cannot obtain a
license for the next seven years. After months of back and forth, | began to feel frustrat-
ed about my prospects. | started to really feel down, when | happened to see a flyer for
Samaritan Ministry. | came into the office and the first person | met was Catherine Rod-
man. And she listened. She asked me what | wanted to do and how she could help. My
hope in myself and the outlook for my future was restored. | learned about the South-
east office, which was closer to where | was living. There | met with Adrian Vaughn who
helped and guided me. | utilized the computers to do job searches, the phones to set
up interviews. | used their address to receive documentation because when | was in-
carcerated | lost all vital records, everything that | owned.

Adrian gave me suggestions on how to find job openings. She suggested a new
program in Southeast called OIC (Opportunities Industrialization Center). She said
they were starting a new jobs program.
| landed a 90-day internship at the
Mayor’s office on ex-offender affairs.

Through that | have been able to
establish some immediate work history.
Unfortunately it did not turn out as |
would have liked with a permanent posi-
tion at the Mayor’s office, and | am still
unemployed. But | volunteer to maintain
connections and to try and give back.

| would like to thank all the staff and
the volunteers at Samaritan Ministry.
| don’t know what kind of mold you have,
but all those individuals that | have met
at Samaritan Ministry, they all are genu-
ine. A lot of time you get to a point where
you have tried all the suggestions that
others have given you. Yet this life is diffi-
cult and you don't know which way to
turn. You don’t know how important it is
just to know there is a place you can go.

Peirce | continued from page 4

was still in the same place and | had to
do something about it.” Or another,
“I’m 48 years old, and I’m sick of living
on the streets, losing jobs; it’s time to
get a life.”

It is an extremely powerful feeling to
realize that | can help someone change.
Here is a human being in need, sitting a
few feet away from me — not a charac-
ter in a book, on television or in a film;
this person is real with real needs. Some-
times we share stories, sometimes we
laugh, and sometimes | wipe away tears.
Two human beings have made a connec-
tion. At the end of our time together, we
look each other in the eye, we shake
hands, and we say thank you for listen-
ing, and thank you for coming in.

At Samaritan Ministry we are all par-
ticipants: those who come for help as
well as staff and volunteers alike. We all
participate in the process of transforming
lives — the lives of those who walk
through our doors and of our own lives.
At our board meetings, we say this
prayer that incorporates Samaritan
Ministry’s core values. “Dear God,

Help us to be part of one another’s
transformation in ways that encourage
each other’s strengths and abilities,
bringing positive life-enhancing changes,
and empowering each other to lead

more fulfilling lives.”

A place where they are willing to help you
achieve your next steps and goals.

The St. Alban’s School Chorale, under the direction of Benjamin Hutto provided musical entertainment for the Next

Step Breakfast. PHOTO: BETH HOWE
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MAaNY REASONS TO SMILE

BY DIANNE LEWIS

THREE YEARS AGO, thelingo
“taking next steps” was not a part of my
vocabulary. Now it always will be. As
the communications and volunteer direc-
tor for Samaritan Ministry, each day pro-
vided a new opportunity to engage in
work that was important and meaningful.
Going home each night knowing that |
may have played a small part in helping
change someone’s life — including my
own — gave me many reasons to smile.

In 2004, | moved to D.C. from a home
tucked away on a wooded lot outside the
city of Columbia, S.C. My eyes were
opened upon learning the average price
for apartment rentals in the D.C. Metro
area — at $1,245, about the same as my
mortgage in S.C. — and that a minimum
wage worker would have to work 120
hours a week to afford the rent.

“| discovered that getting to
know people on a personal
level can break down stereo-
typical barriers”

After only a few weeks on the job, |
attended a four-day retreat for people
living with HIV/AIDS. With people
from different backgrounds and life-
styles, most of different races, | was
stretched beyond my comfort zone as
I learned of their worlds. | discovered
that getting to know people on a personal
level can break down stereotypical bar-
riers. At the end of the weekend, we
were holding hands, sharing hugs and
shedding tears together at the powerful
healing circle service.

I began leading Urban Experience
programs for young people to help them
understand what it means to be poor,
homeless and trying to survive in the
city. After taking an eye-opening walk
along Georgia Avenue, we shared a meal
with homeless people at the Loaves and
Fishes meal program. It was rewarding
to help raise the social consciousness of
young people, but | always felt sad see-
ing the room full of suffering people and
being reminded that we have a need for
Loaves and Fishes in our society.

| started talking to homeless people on
the street, acknowledging their humanity
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instead of looking away or crossing to
the other side. | was rewarded with their
kindness and a smile of recognition on
subsequent visits to their block.

I heard many stories of lives turned
around because the people at Samaritan
Ministry offered hope and encourage-
ment when nobody else would. | learned
the importance of having picture identifi-
cation and a mailing address, both of
which | had always taken for granted as-
suming that everyone had these neces-
sary items.

| drove ex-offenders to speak at
schools and learned that it is common
practice for people to come out of prison
without anything, no birth certificate,
identification card, not one penny to their
names. That no one wants to hire ex-
offenders except as baggers at the local
grocery stores. Many turn their lives
around in spite of these great odds.

| learned that not many people had the
storybook childhood that | had. They
didn’t have two parents or their own
room or presents at Christmas. They
didn’t have someone take them to
church; help them with their homework
or a mom who cooked dinner every

night. They didn’t have the expectation
of going to college. It was easier for
them to follow their friends into crime or
drugs. Or to drop out of school on a false
promise of fame or riches. They had no
one to guide them. No one to care.
| will take these and other stories of
individual struggle and injustice with
me: of growing up in a household where
both parents were drug addicts; where
being sober meant not using for a couple
of days; where HIV was contracted be-
cause the money for a fix came in ex-
change for intimacy; where a mother
was murdered leaving a five-year-old
who would continuously struggle
throughout adulthood. These people and
their stories have changed me forever.
Of the many participants that | have
had the opportunity to get to know, this
quote from a long-time Next Sep Pro-
gram participant sums up why we are
here, “Coming to Samaritan Ministry is
like holding on to the hand of Christ.”
Thank you for allowing me to be a
part of this incredible organization.
Dianne Lewis has taken her own next
steps to Asheville, N.C.

Dianne Lewis, (left) director of communications and volunteers leads a group of students from St. Andrew’s
Episcopal School on an Urban Experience to raise awareness about homelessness and poverty in

Washington, D.C..
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NEWS BRIEFS

Samaritan Ministry receives bequest

SAMARITAN MINISTRY has received a $10,000
bequest from the estate of Maria Diana Smith.

Srategic Priorities

SAMARITAN MINISTRY’S board of directors has
adopted a set of strategic priorities to guide the organization for
the next three years. According to Strategic Priorities Planning
Committee Chair Kris Pueschel and Committee Facilitator
Bob Wittig, the document contains a practical, realistic focus to
keep Samaritan Ministry moving forward in a positive direc-
tion. The priorities are designed to strengthen the organization
and make it more sustainable. The priorities focus on four ar-
eas: program quality; partner parishes; financial resources; and
leadership development.

If you are interested in learning more, contact David Downes
at ddownes@samaritanministry.org or 202-722-2280 x 318.

Taproot Foundation Grant

SAMARITAN MINISTRY HAS BEEN AWARDED
a service grant from the Taproot Foundation to build a new con-
tent management system Web site. This in-kind grant, valued at
$50,000, involves a team of experts donating their services to
accomplish this task. A content management Web site allows
non technical users to post information to the site. The new
Web site will also feature an updated look and improved orga-
nization of information. The Taproot Foundation mission is to
“lead, mobilize and engage professionals in pro bono service
that drives social change.” Time magazine recognized the Tap-
root Foundation in 2008 as one of “21 Ways to Serve America.”

Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington gains
four new interns for summer

Krishna Patel, Jill Beckerman, Matt Repka, and Laura Fasolak
are all spending their summer interning with Samaritan Ministry
in a variety of capacities.

Krishna Patel is serving as a casework intern at the Southeast
office. She is a rising senior at the University of Michigan
where she is studying science and medicine. After graduating,
Krishna plans to go to law school. She became interested in in-
terning for Samaritan Ministry when she found out about the
organization through a previous intern. Krishna has had experi-
ence volunteering in homeless shelters in Detroit and also
works with a campus organization dedicated to raising aware-
ness about South Asia.

Jill Beckerman is serving as a casework intern at the Northern
Virginia office. She graduated from George Washington
University this spring where she majored in psychology and
minored in fine arts and art history. She is interested in a grad-
uate program in social services and selected the Samaritan
Ministry internship to gain experience in the field. While in
college, Jill engaged in a variety of volunteer activities, includ-
ing two visits to New Orleans to help with the reconstruction
efforts and visit with the elderly.

Matt Repka is serving as a development intern at the North-
west office. He completed his junior year at Tufts University in
Boston, Massachusetts this spring where he is studying interna-
tional relations. He learned about Samaritan Ministry through
his home church, St. Dunstan’s, Bethesda and became interest-
ed in understanding more about the organization.

Laura Fasolak is serving as a communications intern at the
Northwest office. She has completed her sophomore year at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she is major-
ing in international studies with a minor in religious studies.
She joins Samaritan Ministry through the Institute on Philan-
thropy and Voluntary Service at Georgetown University. Laura
volunteers with a number of organizations at her university, in-
cluding the Interfaith Council and Kidzu Children’s Museum.

Help the Homeless Program Extends Eligibility for
Mini-Walks and Makes Other Changesin Program

SAMARITAN MINISTRY has been selected again as

a beneficiary organization for Fannie Mae’s 2010 Help the
Homeless Program. With the participation of many supporters
as well as incentives from Fannie Mae, this major fundraiser
generated about 20 percent of Samaritan Ministry’s budget in
2009. With your help, we can make 2010 even more successful.

You can help Samaritan Ministry maximize participation in
three ways:

* Have your organization sponsor a mini-walk for Samaritan

Ministry;

* Become a Walkathon sponsor or recruit a sponsor; or

* Register for the Walkathon on November 20 and recruit

others.

This year, some of the rules have changed in ways that have
potential benefits for Samaritan Ministry. Organizations eligible
to host mini walks can include not only churches and elemen-
tary, middle and high schools, but universities and university
clubs, boys and girls clubs, summer camps, businesses and
community organizations including police stations, fire stations,
hospitals, nursing homes and libraries. Mini-walks can be held
between July 1and November 7. Samaritan Ministry can earn
an incentive bonus based on the number of walkers, an
additional $25,000 for 1,500 walkers and $50,000 for 3,000
walkers, so the more walkers we recruit, the better.

News Briefs | continued on page 8

(left to right) Krishna Patel, Matt Repka, Laura Fasolak and Jill Beckman.
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Additionally, if you are unable to
participate on the day of the Walka-
thon or live outside of the Metro area
you can still support Samaritan
Ministry by registering as a “virtual
walker” for the November 20 Nation-
al Mall Walkathon. You can also
count twice toward Samaritan Minis-
try’s walker totals. Register and pay
the fee for a mini-walk and register
and pay the fee for the Walkathon.
Corporations, individuals, and orga-

e See our current wish list

nizations can become Help the Home- SAMARITAN
less sponsors. One hundred percent of
all sponsor contributions go directly to MINISTRY

: . hi
Samaritan Ministry and can help cov- of Greater Washington

er registration fees for mini-walkers
who cannot afford them. Fannie Mae
offers sponsor incentive awards with
the potential to increase the sponsor
contribution by 20 percent.

For more information on how your
organization can host a mini-walk,
become a sponsor or to register as
a walker, contact the communications
and volunteer director at 202-
722-2280 x 319.

Thank you to the following organizations for your recent support.

COMPANIES
The Lane Construction Corporation, Cheshire, CT

FOUNDATIONS
The Accokeek Foundation, Accokeek, MD
Lura Bradfield Foundation, Washington, D.C.

The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation, Washington, D.C.

The John W. Warner, IV Foundation, Inc., Washington, D.C.

ORGANIZATIONS
United Way of the National Capital Area, Vienna, VA

CHURCHES

St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church, Annandale, VA

St. James’ Episcopal Church, Bowie, MD

St. James’ Episcopal Church, Potomac, MD

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Chevy Chase, MD

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Bethesda, MD

St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, Rock Creek, Washington, D.C.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C.

St. Stephen and the Incarnation Church, Washington, D.C.
The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, Bethesda, MD

At www.samaritanministry.com you can:

* Find dates and times for our monthly Next Step
Experience. This one-hour program is open
to anyone interesting in learning more about
Samaritan Ministry’s Next Sep Program.

* Find more information on volunteer opportunities

* Learn more about upcoming events and ways
you can support Samaritan Ministry

* Join our Facebook group, fan and cause pages

* Donate through Network for Good

1516 Hamilton Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20011

SAMARITAN MINISTRY OF
GREATER WASHINGTON OFFICES
info @ samaritanministry.org
www.samaritanministry.org

NORTHWEST, DC (Main)
1516 Hamilton Street, NW
Washington, DC 20011
P: 202-722-2280 | F: 202-722-2288

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
2207 Columbia Pike
Arlington, VA 22204

P: 703-271-0938 | F: 703-271-0941

SOUTHEAST, DC
1345 U Street, SE
Washington, DC 20020
P: 202-889-7702 | F: 202-889-7705
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Grants and organizational contributions
received April 1-June 15, 2010. Financial
contributions from individuals are listed in the
annual report. In kind donations are listed at
www.samaritanministry.org.
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